
MAORI BACKGROUND
People have lived and gathered food in the Avon-Heathcote estuary area for over 700 years. 
Perhaps as long ago as 800 A.D., the fi rst moa-hunting Mäori (probably Te Rapuwai and 
Waitaha) pushed their way down the east coast of the South Island to reach Banks Peninsula.

With an economy based on fi shing, fowling and moahunting, they settled at river-mouths, 
at the head of bays, and along the edges of swamps (of which Heathcote Valley was 
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predominantly one), lagoons and 
estuaries. Locally they occupied 
the caves at Redcliffs/Te Raekura, 
from where they could supplement 
their diet of bird meat by foraging 
for sea foods in the Estuary/Te 
Ihutai, and gather fl ax leaves and 
edible fern roots along the swampy 
base of the Port Hills.

Early archaeological sites close 
to the sea suggest periodic, 
temporary exploitation of the 
area’s resources. Closer to historic 
times there were permanent or 
semi-permanent settlements on 

the margins of the Estuary (notably at the mouth of the Otakaro/Avon) and built, like the city of 
Christchurch itself, on the fi rst areas of higher, drier ground up the Avon and Heathcote Rivers.

The archaeological evidence of the pre-European Mäori in the valleys is surprisingly minimal. 
Identifi ed artefacts and evidence of settlement on the slopes around the Valley are noted as 
clues to further Mäori usage of the valley. Tuahiwi, near Kaiapoi, and Rapaki, up the harbour 
from Lyttelton, are now the two closest Rūnanga of the Ngāi Tūāhuriri and Ngāi Tahu Tāngata 
Whenua.

Maori basalt adze or toki from the Chambers’ family garden in
Flinders Road, Heathcote, 2013



EUROPEAN COLONISATION
The historically huge Heathcote District once covered (at times) from Sumner to as far as the The historically huge Heathcote District once covered (at times) from Sumner to as far as the 
Cashmere slopes and nearly all points in between. Indeed, the extraordinary thing is that today Cashmere slopes and nearly all points in between. Indeed, the extraordinary thing is that today 
the Valley proper, with its 1,983 residents (as at the 2006 Census), is in an area of a tiny 7.3746 the Valley proper, with its 1,983 residents (as at the 2006 Census), is in an area of a tiny 7.3746 
square kilometres (2.8 square miles). The fi ve valleys (Heathcote, Morgans, Horotane, Butts and square kilometres (2.8 square miles). The fi ve valleys (Heathcote, Morgans, Horotane, Butts and 
Avoca) are not inconsequential in spite of their being small. When it comes to villages and Avoca) are not inconsequential in spite of their being small. When it comes to villages and 
their signifi cance to our lives, size doesn’t matter… The ‘formal’ geographic enrolment scope their signifi cance to our lives, size doesn’t matter… The ‘formal’ geographic enrolment scope 
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for the Valley school encompasses for the Valley school encompasses 
the whole of Heathcote Valley and the whole of Heathcote Valley and 
Morgans Valley, extending down Morgans Valley, extending down 
Bridle Path Road to number 269 and Bridle Path Road to number 269 and 
turning south westward in a straight turning south westward in a straight 
line to include all of Truscotts Road line to include all of Truscotts Road 
and all of Scruttons Road to the and all of Scruttons Road to the 
intersection of Port Hills Road and intersection of Port Hills Road and 
Avoca Valley. It includes all of Avoca Avoca Valley. It includes all of Avoca 
Valley and Horotane Valley returning Valley and Horotane Valley returning 
back to Heathcote Valley. back to Heathcote Valley. 

There were colonial settlers in the There were colonial settlers in the 
Valley before the arrival (1850) of the Valley before the arrival (1850) of the 
First Four Ships into Lyttelton - stern-First Four Ships into Lyttelton - stern-

jawed Highlander John Macfarlane was ‘squatting’ near the mouth of Heathcote Valley in at jawed Highlander John Macfarlane was ‘squatting’ near the mouth of Heathcote Valley in at 
least 1850. The Bridle Path, from and to Lyttelton, provided the primary means of pedestrian least 1850. The Bridle Path, from and to Lyttelton, provided the primary means of pedestrian 
traffi c once the intending Cantabrians had decided on heading for Christchurch. Bridle Path traffi c once the intending Cantabrians had decided on heading for Christchurch. Bridle Path 
Road that runs along the eastern side of the valley is the descendant of this original track. From Road that runs along the eastern side of the valley is the descendant of this original track. From 
beside the Gondola carpark the dirt path continues up and over the hill to port much as it has beside the Gondola carpark the dirt path continues up and over the hill to port much as it has 
for some 160 years. for some 160 years. 

The harsh and often cold volcanic rock that holds the Valley in its grasp belies the warmth of The harsh and often cold volcanic rock that holds the Valley in its grasp belies the warmth of 
the community of Heathcote. As clichéd as it may sound, Heathcote (and its sister valleys) is a the community of Heathcote. As clichéd as it may sound, Heathcote (and its sister valleys) is a 
village that does indeed appear to actually ‘nestle’ in the folded arms and fi ngers of the valleys village that does indeed appear to actually ‘nestle’ in the folded arms and fi ngers of the valleys 
and the rocky ridges that support it.and the rocky ridges that support it.

Railway tunnel workers at the Heathcote portal, c1867



EUROPEAN COLONISATION (continued)
Heathcote has had its fair share of both provincial and national ‘biggest’ and ‘fi rsts’. From Heathcote has had its fair share of both provincial and national ‘biggest’ and ‘fi rsts’. From 
the site of the fi rst railway terminus in New Zealand on the banks of the Heathcote River at the site of the fi rst railway terminus in New Zealand on the banks of the Heathcote River at 
Ferrymead; the fi rst railway tunnel dug through the rim of an extinct volcano (1867) - and a Ferrymead; the fi rst railway tunnel dug through the rim of an extinct volcano (1867) - and a 
road tunnel in 1964; Edwin Mouldey’s fi rst commercial vineyard in Canterbury above Bridle Path road tunnel in 1964; Edwin Mouldey’s fi rst commercial vineyard in Canterbury above Bridle Path 
Road; the fi rst electric locomotives in New Zealand; the fi rst trotting race and associated course Road; the fi rst electric locomotives in New Zealand; the fi rst trotting race and associated course 
in Canterbury by Devils Elbow; the biggest maltworks in the Southern Hemisphere; Royse, Stead, in Canterbury by Devils Elbow; the biggest maltworks in the Southern Hemisphere; Royse, Stead, 
and Co.’s Heathcote grain store was the largest store of the kind in New Zealand (erected and Co.’s Heathcote grain store was the largest store of the kind in New Zealand (erected 
in 1877) and it was connected to their city offi ce (in ‘The Triangle’ or ‘Cabstand Corner’ as it in 1877) and it was connected to their city offi ce (in ‘The Triangle’ or ‘Cabstand Corner’ as it 
was fi rst known) by the fi rst private telegraph in Canterbury and probably the Colony – the was fi rst known) by the fi rst private telegraph in Canterbury and probably the Colony – the 
Maltworks and their skyline-dominating silos were demolished in 2013; the fi rst to introduce Maltworks and their skyline-dominating silos were demolished in 2013; the fi rst to introduce 
bees into the province; provided the fi rst European woman to cross the Southern Alps to the bees into the province; provided the fi rst European woman to cross the Southern Alps to the 
West Coast; Heathcote was even the fi rst to use live catfi sh to clean a water reservoir – in the West Coast; Heathcote was even the fi rst to use live catfi sh to clean a water reservoir – in the 
Lyttelton water supply on the ridge above Horotane Valley.Lyttelton water supply on the ridge above Horotane Valley.
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Wilson’s Store, Valley Inn Tavern and Sober Collin’s two storied home, c1890



EUROPEAN COLONISATION (continued)
The Valley Inn carries the original license fi rst issued for Birdsey’s in 1862. The original Heathcote The Valley Inn carries the original license fi rst issued for Birdsey’s in 1862. The original Heathcote 
Hotel (the name changed by publican Jane ‘Ginny’ Round to the Valley Inn in the 1930s) was Hotel (the name changed by publican Jane ‘Ginny’ Round to the Valley Inn in the 1930s) was 
initially a single storey accommodation for the reservoir construction workers. In June 1877 initially a single storey accommodation for the reservoir construction workers. In June 1877 
the license was transferred from Elijah Gadd to Joseph Marsden. It was accepted practice in the license was transferred from Elijah Gadd to Joseph Marsden. It was accepted practice in 
the 19th century that the nearest hotel was often used to carry out inquests and even post-the 19th century that the nearest hotel was often used to carry out inquests and even post-
mortems. No doubt the facilities used to chill the beer coming into a helpful albeit secondary mortems. No doubt the facilities used to chill the beer coming into a helpful albeit secondary 
use. Recorded examples show that this practise went on at the Valley Inn at least from the use. Recorded examples show that this practise went on at the Valley Inn at least from the 
1870s to 1908. The Valley Inn Tavern was bought and the lease was taken over in 2004 by 1870s to 1908. The Valley Inn Tavern was bought and the lease was taken over in 2004 by 
previous Valley man George Calvert and managed by his son and daughter-in-law, and previous Valley man George Calvert and managed by his son and daughter-in-law, and 
current publicans, Dean and Genaea Calvert. current publicans, Dean and Genaea Calvert. 

The fondness most people have for the township refl ects more the village-like and generational The fondness most people have for the township refl ects more the village-like and generational 
community that still exists. To get a closer feel for the Valley and its people we suggest you community that still exists. To get a closer feel for the Valley and its people we suggest you 
take 5 minutes to have a look around the walls at the photographs and captions, and the take 5 minutes to have a look around the walls at the photographs and captions, and the 
entrance mural, of local people and places taken over the last 150 years. Many of the locals entrance mural, of local people and places taken over the last 150 years. Many of the locals 
still have direct connections to the early families, 3rd, 4th and even 5th generation Valleyites still have direct connections to the early families, 3rd, 4th and even 5th generation Valleyites 
are not uncommon. There’s probably one or two sitting at a table close to you now...strike up a are not uncommon. There’s probably one or two sitting at a table close to you now...strike up a 
conversation? conversation? 
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